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EXPOSING INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE — EVEN ANONYMOUSLY - IS
PART OF THE SOLUTION TO ENDING A “NATIONAL EPIDEMIC”

April 19-25 is “Prevention of Violence Against Women Week” in B.C.

Vancouver, B.C. (April 21, 2026): Intimate partner violence is a crime that goes unreported too often in this
country. Eleven million people of all genders, sexual orientations and ethnicities having experienced it,
according to Women and Gender Equality Canada.

Each year, an average of 102 women and girls in Canada are killed in gender-related violence, and in 93 per
cent of those cases, the homicides are committed by male intimate partners or family members.

Worst of all, this violence often stays behind closed doors, with victims ashamed or afraid to report it. Every
April, “Prevention of Violence Against Women Week” (April 19-25) is proclaimed by the provincial
government to get people talking and promote action to end gender-based violence.

Premier David Eby has described the crisis as a “national epidemic”. In his mandate letter to BC
Minister of Finance Brenda Bailey, the premier’s instructions include ensuring that government
initiatives reflect the interests and concerns of people with lived experience, delivering accessible
transition housing for women fleeing violence, and ensuring the justice system is responsive to the
needs of survivors.

Often hidden
The violence often goes on behind closed doors when they’ve become a victim.

“Reporting domestic violence anonymously is something you can do for someone who might not do it for
themselves,” says Linda Annis, Executive Director of Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers. “Each year, Crime
Stoppers receives between 20 and 30 anonymous tips about it, but too many more cases go unreported. If
you know someone experiencing violence or abuse in their relationship, or if you know of someone
committing these crimes, we encourage you to report it to Crime Stoppers with an anonymous tip. You will
never be identified, and the information will be forwarded directly to police without identifying you.”

Police also have professional help available to help victims decide how best to report intimate partner violence.
Lists of available services may be found on police websites including Vancouver Police and the Surrey
Police Service.

(more)


https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/gender-based-violence/facts-stats.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/ministries-organizations/premier-cabinet-mlas/minister-letter/mandate_letter_brenda_bailey.pdf
https://vpd.ca/report-a-crime/domestic-violence/#:%7E:text=Call%209%2D1%2D1%20if,you%20and%20take%20your%20statement.
https://www.surreypolice.ca/report-intimate-partner-violence#:%7E:text=You%20can%20report%20intimate%20partner,a%20trusted%20third%2Dparty%20agency.
https://www.surreypolice.ca/report-intimate-partner-violence#:%7E:text=You%20can%20report%20intimate%20partner,a%20trusted%20third%2Dparty%20agency.

About Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers

Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers is a non-profit society and registered charity that receives
anonymous tip information about criminal activity and provides it to investigators. Anonymous tips
may be provided through Crime Stoppers’ downloadable “P3” smartphone app, calling Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-8477, online at solvecrime.ca, or by following the link on the Metro Vancouver Crime
Stoppers Facebook page.

Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers accepts tips in 115 different languages and will pay a reward of up to
$5,000 for information leading to an arrest, a charge, recovery of stolen property, seizure of illegal
drugs or guns, or denial of a fraudulent insurance claim. Find MVCS on X: @solvecrime, Instagram:
metrovancouvercrimestoppers and You Tube: @metrovancouvercrimestoppers.
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