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SEXUAL ASSAULT IS A REPORTABLE CRIME, AND A CALL TO CRIME STOPPERS 

IS ONE WAY TO BRING OFFENDERS TO JUSTICE 

May is Sexual Assault Awareness Month - Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers urges 
anyone with information on perpetrators to submit a tip ANONYMOUSLY 

 
Vancouver, B.C. (May 23, 2023) – Sexual assault has a serious and lasting impact on victims, yet 
it remains one of the most underreported crimes in Canada. 
 
May is Sexual Assault Awareness Month to highlight the devastating effects of this crime and 
provide an understanding of what can be done to end the violence. 
 
1 in 3 women and 1 in 6 men will experience sexual violence in their lifetime. Often, the crime 
involves coercion, sometimes with a weapon and it can also lead to a victim being physically 
harmed. Victims and witnesses of sexual assault are urged not to cover it up, but to report it - 
and there are several ways to do it.  
 
“Surprisingly, it’s not usually a stranger. More often than not, victims know their attacker, and 
although they should call police, many of them fear doing so,” says Linda Annis, Executive 
Director of Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers. “But not reporting it to anyone lets the attacker 
get away with it and perhaps hurt others.  
 
“We urge victims to call 9-1-1 if a crime has been committed, but there are often witnesses or 
others who may know something more about who’s behind these crimes. If you have any 
information and want to do the right thing, but feel you can’t tell police, then call us 
anonymously at Crime Stoppers, especially if you have information on who is committing these 
serious crimes. Police won’t ever learn the identity of the tipster, but they may be able to use 
the information provided to track down and prosecute sexual predators.” 
 
In addition, there are agencies in the Lower Mainland able to provide support for sexual assault 
victims.  A list of agencies is available on the Province of British Columbia website. 
  
SOME FACTS AND MISCONCEPTIONS 

• Its commonly thought that sexual assault is violent and always uses physical force. 
However, coercion is the most common method of sexual violence.  

• In most cases, individuals are victimized by someone they know through a relationship. 
• Education, especially for children, can be one of the most effective ways in preventing 

sexual abuse by telling them how to set boundaries, avoid inappropriate touching, and 
who to contact if they feel uncomfortable. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/justice/criminal-justice/bcs-criminal-justice-system/if-you-are-a-victim-of-a-crime/victim-of-crime/victim-services-directory
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• Creating safe environments, where procedures are in place to deal with situations 
properly, helps allow individuals to feel more comfortable in reporting abuse. 
  

About Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers 

Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers is a non-profit society and registered charity that receives 
anonymous tip information about criminal activity and provides it to investigators. Anonymous 
tips may be provided though Crime Stoppers’ downloadable “P3” app for Apple and Android 
phones, calling Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477, online at solvecrime.ca, or by following the 
link on the Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers Facebook page.   
 
Metro Vancouver Crime Stoppers accepts tips in 115 different languages and will pay a reward 
of up to $5,000 for information leading to an arrest, a charge, recovery of stolen property, 
seizure of illegal drugs or guns, or denial of a fraudulent insurance claim. Find MVCS on Twitter: 
@solvecrime, Instagram: metrovancouvercrimestoppers and You Tube: 
@metrovancouvercrimestoppers. 
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For media inquiries or interviews please contact: 
Trevor Pancoust 
tpancoust@pacegroup.com 
778.386.0843 
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